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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-160
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Rules Committee
Date of Introduction: February 28, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: March 2, 2017
Type of Action: Council Rules amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Council Rules Chapter 3 – Legislation – to codify in the Council Rules public participation, which is an opportunity for the public to be heard on agenda items coming before the Council, and to allow the Presiding Officer to fix a lesser time for all speakers during Council public hearings. The bill also moves the requirement for a speaker to give his/her name and address audibly for the record before speaking from public hearings to public comments and deletes the requirement for speakers to give their names audibly for the record from the rules addressing Public Hearing and Public Comment procedures.
Background Information: The bill amends Council Rule 3.601 – Public Hearings: Council to provide that the presiding officer of a meeting may reduce the amount of time allowed to all speakers at a public hearing below the current 3-minute limit. The recent public hearings on the Human Rights Ordinance highlighted the fact that the current rule does not permit the speaking time to be shortened even to address huge numbers of speakers who, if each took their full 3 minutes, would cause the meeting to have to be continued to another day, unlike the Council Rule on public hearing at Committees- Rule 3.602.
The bill creates a new Public Participation rule to comply with Section 286.0114, Florida Statutes, which granted citizens the right to be heard prior to final council action on legislation that does not otherwise have a public hearing requirement (i.e. City Council resolutions). The Public Participation opportunity shall be held on second reading of such bills. While the City Council has allowed for public participation at the Council meetings since the 1970s, this legislation codifies the practice consistent with Florida law.
The bill amends the rules for the Public Comment period to require each speaker to give his/her name and address audibly for the record before speaking and removes that same requirement from speakers during Public Hearing and Public Participation periods. Because the Public Comment period allowing input on any subject is offered voluntarily by the Council, it may impose time, place and manner restrictions on those speakers that are not imposed on participants in Public Hearings and Public Participation, who have a statutory right to speak under Florida law.
Policy Impact Area: Public participation in council and committee meetings.
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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